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The Records Preservation Committee met 09/22/14 along with Scott Heintzelman, Northumberland County Historical 
Society, Justin Dunkelberger Prothonotary and Clerk of Courts and Tina Mertz Deputy Register & Recorder. 
 
Old Business:   

Discussion on Imaging/Scanning Effort 
- IMR Limited was selected by Mary and Justin to act on Phase I. 
- The first documents left 9/15/14. 
- Documents leave and return Monday mornings.  As of this date ten (10) books were scanned and 

returned to the Register & Recorder and 10 more taken.  As of this date four (4) cases of trifold court 
records were taken from the Prothonotary & Clerk of Courts.  Original plan had this current effort 
lasting 14-16 weeks.  This may slide a little due to the shear amount of records being scanned and the 
delicate nature of the process. 

- The budget for Phase 1 is $100,000.00 with $50,000.00 coming from each of the respective offices 
Improvement funds.  This includes the imaging and indexing of selected documents.  These 
documents will then be uploaded to the respective offices computer systems. 

- The Register & Recorder and Prothonotary & Clerk of Courts draft budgets include $25,000.00 each 
to keep the process moving. 

- The County Improvement Fund Committee approved $100,000.00 allocation to project. 
- This would be $250,000.00 towards an anticipated total project cost of $800,000 
- Documents will not be altered by the process in any way.  The Register & Recorder is fielding 

information from vendors who feel they can repair the torn and damaged books.  More information 
will be forthcoming on this. 

- When documents return they will be returned to their current resting place.  There is no current plan 
to move the documents anywhere. 

- Discussions with additional potential funding sources remain active. 
- A press day has been scheduled for October 3, 2014 at 10am to be hosted by IMR Limited at their 

scanning facility in Hazelton.  All local media members are attending. 
New Business: 

Discussion on a future repository 
- Meetings between the County Historical Society and their Architect are on-going. 
- The former Amato’s Building on Market St. in Sunbury remains a building of interest, but other 

potential locations are being vetted. 
- Planning on a potential new building will take well into 2015.  A start date on any construction 

activities is unable to be given at this time due to the ongoing planning efforts.   
- The Society has requested that Mary and Justin attend a meeting with the architect to discuss the 

potential spatial needs of these offices should a move be accommodated. 
 
Future Plans 

- It was discussed that the committee should put together a long term plan for its efforts.  The plan 
would include potential phases of activities, potential costs, potential funding streams and timing.  It 
was tasked of Mary and Justin to come up with a plan and present it to the Committee at a future 
meeting. 

Artifacts 
- The Historical Society asked the Committee to approach the Commissioners about the possibility of 

some of their artifacts being displayed at the Court House and Administration Center.  These would 
be rotated on a continual basis by the Historical Society.  John Muncer will speak with the 
Commissioners about this. 

 
Following the Meeting a walking tour of the former Amatos Building was undertaken by the Committee. 
 
The next meeting is yet to be determined but will be coordinated by the Chairman. 


